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Cuclhay, Fune 16. 1691. 


According to our Promife in our laff Mercury, 
we have Colleed the feveral Queftions that 
have been {ent us about the Soul, and Jhall bere 


j ] ai 
an{wer em all together. 


Queft. 1. { i i the bare Relation of any thing,an Idea 


of the thing related w at the fame time 

reprefented by the Imagination: But when 
we [peak of God or the Soul, we bave no Idea at all—___. 
Query, The Reafon of it? ; 

An{w. Imagination is not the Effect of the rational but 
the animal Soul, 4s we may perceive by the Dreams of 
a Dog or a Hore, and therefore no more capable of judg- 
ing or reprefenting Immaterial Beings than the Pallat is 
of diltinguifhing Sounds, or the Ear of trying Gujis and 
Sapors. ; 

Queft. 2. How, or after what manntr are our Souls in 
our Bodies? 

Anfw. Cotxtenfion and Local Prefence are not confiftent 
with the Nature of Spirits, which are in Bodies as God 
Almighty is in all che World. Our Souls perhaps can’t be 
properly faid to be phyfically in our Bodies; ‘tis only an 
expreffion to our Capacity,to reprefent to us that the great- 
eft parc of their thoughts and of their Idea’s, their featl- 
ments of Pleafure and Pain are there by the means of 
the Body. They a& upon the Body by the action of 
their Will, —— or according to Thomas Aquinas, Spi- 
rits are in Bodies after two manners, either by the 
Aftion which they exercife upon certain Bodits, or cor- 
poreal Spaces; or elfe by the Altion which they. fuffer, 
and which they receive by the means of certain Bo- 
diets 


The following Durftion is the fubftance of feveral, fent 

by divers Hands. 

Anjw. Whether our Souls going out of our Bodits, pap 
into any local Circumfcriptable place, or whether, according 
to Origen, Tertullian, and other ancient Fathers, they do 
affume certain Webicles or fubtile Bodies, retaining the fame 
Characterizing Forms which their Terreftrial Bodies had? 

Anfw. As we faid before, we urge again, that Spirits 
or Souls can’e properly be faid co be in any place at all, 
where we may conceive them to be by a Corxtenfion, and 
a local or corporeal Circumfcription, but only by a pare re- 
lation of Operation and Aitivity, it would bea Manichean 
idea, a Chymerical and. Monftrous Conception, co afhign 
Space and Circumfcription (which are only proper to Bo- 
dies)to a-Soul. When we fay the Soulis inthe Body, 
we mean no more than a relation of Empire and Servitude 
both at the fame time, which the Soul hath wich the Bo- 
dy, and the Body with the Soul, as a Power of deter- 
mining the Motions of the Body, and the Servitude of 
réceiving (generally) her Knowledge and Sentiments by 
the Body, fo when we fay the Soul goes out of the Bo- 
dy, we mean no more than that fhé ceafes to have thar 
relation to the Body; fo when we fay the Soul goes out 
of the Body, we mean no more than that fhe ceafes to 
Have thac relation ro, the Body in refpe& of Empire 
and Servirude that fhe had before— Origen’s and Ter- 
tullian’s thoughts were too like their Bodies, grofs and 
corporeal, in affigning circam{criptible Vehicles to uncivcum- 
feriptable Souls, unlefs they wouid have ‘em act asin Bo- 
dies, and thar woud revive the old Platesice Tranfmi- 
eration. 

Queft: 4. Whether Yeeing' the Soul is immaterial, Htaven 
or Helt-are Local, and if Local, where {c:tuated ? 

Anfw. We can't admit a Locality without Exténfions, 
Adjuftments of Magnitude and Quantity, and by confe- 
quence Circumfcriptibility, which how inconfiftent it is 
with the Nature of God, Angels, and the Spirits of 
jafi Men made perfect, every one knows, or may know 
if he reads the preceding 24. amd 34. ‘Anfwers. The on- 
ly Objection and. Difficulty which lies in this Affertion, 


into God, and yet.withour «- 


is, the reconciling it with the Site or Locality of our Sa- 
our’s Body, which is in Heaver ; in order to which let che 
Objectors firft facisfie us, What fort of Body ir is, or what 
Change is wrought upon’t, by putting on incorraption ? 
Until ic can be prov'd that fuch an incoyrupe immortal Bo- 
dy, by its Change has not divefted all thofe Duatities and 
Accidents, which to us are the proof ‘of the exiftehce® of 
common matter, ic will be no argument for the Localicy 
of Heaven. I fee no reafon why Matter, according ro 
that definition we here make of it, may not be changed 
to fomerhing elle, and only cal!'d foro our apprehenfi- 
on as well as form of Matter. We have: Inftances of the 
different Forms our Saviour appear'd in after his Refur- 
rection, and once that with his Natural Body he ap. 
pear'd to his Dilciples when the doors were but, which con- 
fidered, may in part demonftrate that Heaven needs roe 
be local becanfe our Saviour’s Body is there: But this is 
only offer’d as our own finxtiments, and we leave it to 
the determination of the Learned. 

Queft. 5. Whether (eparated Souls have any knowledge of 
the Affairs in this World, and what & te be thought of 
the Apparitions of the Dead ? 

Anfw. Althd iecannot be denied but in fome prand and 
extraordinary, Cafes, as the Refurreétion of thofe dead 
which appear'd upon our Saviour’s Crucifixion, and the 
Apparition of Mofes and Elias at the Transfiguration : 
And in fome other Cates, as many’ Inftances might be 
reckon’d up: The departed may converfe with us, or 
appear, but perhaps ordinarily, Apparitions are not the 
Souls of the Dead, but of other Spirits, and moftly of 
Evil ones. Awgaltine was of this Opinion, and faid, if 
*twas acommon thing, he was fire his Mother Monica 
wou'd have pcan’ to him, whofe love was fo extraor- 
dinary great whilft living. 

Quefi. 6. Whether jeparate Souls know one another, fee- 
ing they have not the Organs of Seeing, Speech, &c. 

Anfw. There ts certainly a Communication of Angels and 
Souls in Heaven; as appears from feveral Texts, Rev. 7. 
9,10, 13, 12. aCor. 13. 1. Dan. 8.43. but we cau con- 
ceive this Comniunicarion to be chiefly in an abiliry of 
infinuacing their thoughts to each other by a meer alt of 
their wids, juftas we now {peak to God, or our felves 
in Our Hearts; when our Lips don’t move, or the leaft 
outward fign appedt. Whether there’s any other Con- 
verfe, we dre mor yer fatisfied; bue that theres what's 
fufficient to know and be known, we are fatisfied. 

| 0 9 7. Whether departed Souls, as foon as they go out 
of the Body, ave in Foy or Misery ? 

Anfw. The imbodied Sou! 1s cloge’d with Fleth, by- 
afs'd by Intereft or'Paffion, and abus'd with vain hopes, 
and falfe fears ; bur when it comes to be freed from irs 
Clog, and takes a view of ic felf when -naked and with- 
out Excufes, it fees and knows its furute lot, and by the 
Characteriftical Notes of Holinefs or Impiery ftamp’d 
upon ir, ic makes a Self-judgment,. and according! . 
gins its Blifs or Wretchednefs, by expedtation of the 
laft day, which will be an adtual Execution of this Self. 
judgment. This we take to be the immediate Joy or 
Mifery of a departed Soul, which “in ré(pe& to an ill 
Man, isnot unfitly refembled co a Corivitted Criminal 
at an Earthly Bar, who. before “his Sentence is pati’d is 
aflured of his Death, and takes the Earneft by foreftal-— 
ling ic in unhappy and wretched RefleGions. 


Queft. 8. Where dedeparted Souls “go Pamedidtety aon 


their feparation. from wong "aia ald eal 
Ax{w. The Scripmure (ays, The Spivit yetutns to God 
that gave it. Out Savionr's'Prayer,**that) wemicot be in? 
him, and he in us, ‘gives us alio! thé likerry to anfwer 
this. Queftion Palfopicaly bi ae a thae alt 
Souls as they are feparated from che ‘Body, are united: 
0 chrefisyif we confi- 
fider, our Souls coming at et from God, he never lofes 
his Sovereign} over em ; ‘tisit him we live, and move, 
aud have our Being, Ged contetas all things, and & com- 
taintd 


ee es 


tained or comprehended by nothing : Jupiter eft qnodcunque 
vides——Augallixe, faid, you mult anfwer to bim who foal 
ask you where the World is,that ‘cis an Goad 5 if ic be objeat- 
ed, that the Union berwixt God and good Souls, and the 
Union betwixt God and evil Soxls cannot be the fame, 
we anfwer, it is the fame, 4 to dependance and ext- 
flence, but different in the manner how. The good are 
united to God by an Union of Love, Tendernefs, or 
good Liking, but the Evil by an Union of Wrath, En- 
mity, and implacable Vengeance, God (fay the Holy Fa- 
thers) is their fit and true Hell, by giving chem perpetually 
an Idea thereof, by means of which Idea he impreffes on 
‘em dolorous Sentiments of real burning. There is a fe- 
paration betwixt God's Goodnefs, and Sinners, but he 1s 
felras nearly and immediately to che Reprobatts as tO 
the Saints. 

Queft. 9 Whether bas a Man three Souls or no, to wit, 
the Supream, which they cad the Mind, the Senfitive, which 
they-call an Image, and Rational, which tits and knits to- 
either the other two ? : 

Anfw. 1am very well fatisfied as to the Compofition 
of Man, with the defcriprion St. Paul gives of ict in his 
Prayer for one of the Churches, viz. I pray God that 
your whole Body, Soul and Spirit, 8c. by the Soul meaning 
the Life, or Animal part, and by the Spirit, the ration- 
al, as he explains icin another place, Zhe Spirits of suff 
Mtn made pees I fee no Phyfical or Theological Reafon 
for a third, fince thefe ewo with the Body render a Man 
capable of all the endsof his Creation. MS 

Queft. 10. Where art the Souls of Mento remain till the 
lalt day? 

Anfw. In the Favour or Wrath of God Almighty, not 
in any proper locality, becaufe not matter, The Soul or 
Mind is not confin’d: I can think of the four Elements, 
and in my mind range through the whole Creation all 
in a Minute, which fhows that the Soul is not imprifon'd 
in any one of them, and yet I may be under fome extream 
horroura!] che time : Aad thus (for any reafon I yer 
fec) it may be with a wicked Soul afcer£ eparation, as al- 
(o the contrary with a good one. 

Queft.11. What bave the Philofopbers (guided only by 
Natural Reafon) conceiv'd as to the wee flate of the Soul ? 

Asfw. One of the Grecian Philofophers writ a Book 
vpon the Immortality of the Soul, chat-made fo lively 
an Imprefs upon the Spirits of the People, that Bu/inef 
began to be negletted, as alfo the Duties of Life, and the 
Affairs of the Publick, anda great many haftened their 
own Deaths co enter into fuch a future ftate as was re- 
prefented, infomuch that at the length the Book was 
forbid and fuppreft, for fear it fhould have depopulated 
the Commonwealth : but there’s little fear now of any fuch 
accidents .- WhenSocrates had the fatal draught in his hand, 
aed looking upon the Officers of Death,faid,Tbat it did not 
feem to bim that they led him to Death, but that be was go- 
ing to mount up te Heaven. Cato embraced his Sword, af- 
ter he had a while contemplated the Immortality of the 
Soul. Plutarch faith, The wije Man goes with pleafure out of 
the Darknefs of the Earth, to enjoy in Heaven an immortal 
Light with the Gods. Haye Courage, (fays another) Jet 
not Death cc us, fince after Death we (hall either be 
Gods, or like Gods. Let us not fear that our Bodies will 

our Souls under their Ruines when the Heavens 

fall, and this Corporeal Nature fhall intirely perifh 
and difappear, there is a neceffity that the Spirit which 
animates us, and is the Foundation of our Being, muft 
remain under thefe Ruines, without being hurt or cn- 
damaged by them. 


than that of theaght, will, and fentiment, chat is, if thefe 
neceflarily think, will, and under- 


we know what is required of a Spirits cowards a Ugion ; 
we'll confider the Body, which tsa marvellous Lump ef 
Bones, Nerves, Membranes, &c. ina firuciure full of Har- 
mony, in which were only the Animal’ Life. (which is 
communicated ro Brutes) infus'd, it would adt and faffer 
as guided by the Semce and Affcctions, from whence 
we conclude that there cam be no other Union than 
thus: — Whenthe Sence reprefents fomething to the 
Affe@ions, the Sou! which belongs to this Body does ar 
the fame time choofe, hare, love, ec. what the Body ac- 
cording to its powers is bufie upon, this 1s the Union; and 
when this. Union or Correfpondence breaks off, the Soul 
leaves its unequal Companion, and returns to (or into) 
God: We cannot conceive any orher Usion with- 
out the groffeft Abfurdities, as to think the Soul Is in the 
Body as suice isin a Plant, or as Water 1s mingled with 
liguid Chymical Spirits This would confound matter 
with immaterialicy, and make up a Jargon of Impoffi- 
bilities. 

Queft. 13. How is the Stont generated in the Head of 4 
Toad, and inno ether Creature? How comes a Coal to be 
found unaera Plantane-Root at one time of the Year more 
than another? Why does a Swan fing at his Death? and ne. 
ver before ? ; 

Anfw. Thefe Queftions are fo near a-kin to one ano- 
ther, that “ris pitty they fhould be parted, and there- 
fore we have put "em together. A Stone !s generated in 
the Head of all other Creatures as well as in that of a 
Toad, and that a Mill-fione (or a Whet-ftone) as much 
asany other. There will be a Coal under a Plantan- 
Root, a Cabbage-Root, or what Root you pleafe, at any 
time of the Year, if any Perfon will take the Pains to 
put it there, but otherwife you may as foon find a Pearl 
or a Jewel. A Swan fings at irs Death juft as a Goofé 
dees, which will nor only Sing after a Rate,but Dance too, 
if you let it go, after it has received che fatal Stroke. To 
be fhort, they are allthree no better nor worfe than po- 
pular Prejudices and meer Romances. 
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Advertifenients, 


rp ONince our Book feller is informed of a Defign that not only 
by interters with ours, but has its fole R fe from it, as is evi- 


ond ————— —-+ aq 


dent from the Promifes we have made of Asfwering 4B 
manner of Queftions fent ws —— We have thought fit to Advertife 
the World, thatasno Bookfeller of Credit will concern himflf in 
fuchan Uadermining Ai empt 5 fo to prevent others, we thall cif 
we fee the leaft occafion for it) Piint our Afercury thrice a Week, 
vit. on Tuefdays, Thurfdays apd Saiurdsys, Bc. (Poflt-days) and 
the Supplement to every Volume ONCE a MONTH, or oft- 
net, if need require: But incale of no interferring, (tor we cannot 
think any Man {© baf:) we fhall ftill keep to our two days of 
Tucfday and Saturday, and to the finifhing our feveral Yo umes 
upon the Publication of every 18 Numbers, as formerly : Wherein, 
whatever Queftions are Anfwer’d by this aterloper, (the very 
fame) fall be Anfwer’d again by us, that fo neither our Querifts, 
the Book-fellers, northe London Coffce-boufes may be impofed upoa 
by boying Queftions twice Anfwer’ds for they thall always find 
in our Papers (that We may fave "em the Charges of buying his) 
the beRof bis Thewghts, and ouroWa Inprovements upon ali his 
Queftions whatever 3 which we would not have promifed, had not 
bis Defign interferred with ours, and had not commun Fuftice 
to our Beokfeller obliged us to it, who as he was the firft Under- 
taker of the Athenian Proje, (and what that is, the Reader thall 
know more at large in our next Mercury) fohe has been at very 
great Charges incartying it on, and for fettling and continuing a 
Foreign Corre ence. 

We could tell the Reader of a Perfon pretty near m, who 
poled the Circumventing his Neighbour in a thing of this Nature, 
but he received no other Advantage by it than the expofing bis 
Moreis to the Perfot to whon "twis propof-d, wha bone ly 


refufed to engage in it, generoufly difdaining fuch an undermining 
Attempt. 


Ke This Advertifiment is Publif'd by O 
ATHENIAN SOCIR TE y Order of the whole 


* The feveral Nice D ueftio j ivi 

a. ns concerning Individuatk 
Sneezing, Mr. Knowle’s Marriage, Snow whether white 
or black, &c. will be anfwer'd next Saturday. 


ll The Thirteen DusRions fent us from Chancery-L re 
mojt of ’em anfwer'd in our nivel and rt rit ais 


be expelied in our Weekly Papers 
Second Volume. Rly Papers, or elf at the end of ont 


‘> The Firft Volume of this Athenian Mercury, Gt. 
# fold at the Raven in tie Poultrey. Prive 4 . 64. 
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